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Herodotus
Histories (2b-3)
 (For your own interest compare Herodotus 2.75-76 and 3.107-109 with Isaiah 30:6)

1. (II.52) What parallel do you find between the Pelasgians’ worship and that of the Athenians (Acts 17:23)?

2. (II.65) What does Herodotus strive to avoid in his account?

3. (II.78) What parallel do you find between the Egyptian “after-dinner rite” and the wise man’s advice (Eccl 7:2)?

4. (II.82) How could a “birth day” determine character and destiny?

5. (II.86-88) What are the three methods of embalming which Herodotus describes?

6. (II.109) Who invented the sun dial and what is its significance to Israel (cf. Is 38:8)?

7. (II.112-120) Recount Herodotus’ version of what happened to Helen and contrast it with Homer’s.

8. (II.120) Why does Herodotus think is was improbable that Helen was actually in Troy?

9. (II.124-125) How was the great pyramid of Cheops built?

10. (II.142) Is the Egyptians’ account of the sun’s changes credible (cf. Josh 10:13)?

11. (III.8) How do the Arabians ratify a sacred pledge?

12. (III.29-38) What wickednesses does Cambyses commit that cause Herodotus to doubt his sanity?  What final thing convinces Herodotus? 
13. (III.38) What does Pindar mean that “custom is king of all”? 

14. (III.68-69) What parallel do you see between Phaedymia and Esther (cf. Est 4:16)?

15. (III.72) What modern cliché means the same thing as Darius’ statement, “The means may differ but we’re after the same thing”?

16. (III.72) What does this section reveal about Darius’ philosophy of morality?

17. (III.80) What arguments does Otanes make in favor of democracy?

18. (III.81) What arguments does Megabyzus make in favor of oligarchy?

19. (III.82) What arguments does Darius make in favor of monarchy?

20. (III.99) How do the Padaei deal with their sick and infirm?

21. (III.102-105) How do the Indians near Caspatyrus gather gold?

22. (III.119) Who does the wife of Intaphernes remind you of in her choice and reasoning?
23. (III.129-134) What events led up to Darius first considering war against Greece?

24. (III.150-160) By what stratagem was Babylon finally taken for the second time? 
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